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The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near,
repent and believe in the good news.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
There's a clock on a street corner 
in Cambridge, England,
which makes all who pass by stop and stare.
It's a clock which may well have stopped Blake on the way to lectures
during his few months at seminary in Cambridge!
This clock is a large gold plated disk, about 5 foot in diameter,
which rotates with a loud tick for every second.
Instead of hands which move,
the whole clock face turns round every minute
in relentless motion.
Tick, tick, tick.
Sitting on top of this great golden disk
is the mechanism which drives it,
in the shape of a large and sinister insect:
a menacing grasshopper, 
a locust with bloodshot eyes
and savage teeth which clamp open and shut,
swallowing up the seconds 
as they tick round.
When the clock chimes on the hour,
instead of a bell,
there is a sound made
by the rattle of a chain 
falling into a wooden coffin.
Cheerful stuff!
Rattle rattle tick tick.
What does such a clock tell us about time?
For this clock maker,
time is both ferocious and inescapable.
It gets devoured before our eyes
and we are powerless to resist.
This is a view of time which is out to get us ...
the relentless march of history
that swallows us up.
Is this the kind of time that Jesus is talking about?
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near,
repent and believe in the good news.
If we're not careful, 
this summary of Jesus' preaching and teaching,
the start of his ministry
can sound as terrifying as the warning of that Cambridge clock:
"Time is running out, and God is going to get you ..."
Is that really what Jesus means?
No. I don't think so!
In the gospels there are two different words for time.
There is the kind of time known as chronos,
(from which we get chronology):
the time of seconds and hours and months and years,
time that is marked by a clock or a calendar.
But when Jesus says, the time is fulfilled,
he is talking about a different time,
kairos.
Time which is made special, made holy by God;
an opportune moment.
The kind of time 
when a baby that has been forming in the womb 
is ready to be born.
Time that is measured by quality not quantity.
In Jesus' ministry
we see that the time is ripe for the kingdom of God to draw near:
the reign of God over hearts and lives and all creation,
God's judgement and salvation of the world.
This is God's time, 
which runs on a different track
to the ticking clock of history.
Kairos is time which is not shaped by minutes or hours,
but by its direction
towards the kingdom of God.
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near.
For Mark, this is the good news,
that the time is come! The Kingdom is on its way!
This time is already upon us,
so there is no time like the present.
It's a time which calls for a new way of living.
For Simon and Andrew and James and John,
the call to repent and believe meant leaving everything ...
their nets, their families and their way of life
as they followed Jesus through Galilee and into Jerusalem.
For Blake, Christ's call to follow 
has led him from Wisconsin to Chicago,
through Connecticut via the United Kingdom,
and here to Denver,
where he has been called to serve as a priest in the kingdom of God.
Christ's call to repent and believe
will look different for each one of us.
It may not be as dramatic as abandoning our careers,
or moving from one side of the country to another.
But for all of us, the time for repentance is ongoing.
Following Christ is not a once and for all decision,
it's a continuous process 
as we choose every day to turn away from sin
and reorder our lives after the way of Jesus Christ.
If you're hiking up in these beautiful mountains of yours
and you're not sure which direction to take,
you can bring a compass with you.
And every so often you check that compass
and reorientate yourself 
again and again
to make sure that you're going in the right direction.
Repent and believe,
turn again,
reorientate ourselves 
in the direction of the kingdom of God.
When we do this we are seeking to live by kairos,
and we are living in God's time.
At Blake's ordination yesterday
he was set apart to be a sign of the kingdom,
to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ in word and deed.
In becoming a priest 
Blake has offered his gifts and talents, 
everything that makes him the person he is,
in the service of Christ,
to be a sign of what it means to live on God's time.
Speaking from my own limited experience,
that is much harder than it sounds.
I love living my life according to chronos.
Really! I love being organised.
I have a big diary which divides the day into sections,
and I like knowing which meetings go where, 
planning things in.
It gives me a sense of control over that ticking clock,
over the insect which would swallow up all my time if I were to let it.
And often God works through these planned meetings and events ...
they can be kairos moments.
But if I let myself be ruled by what's in my diary,
by the demands of chronos,
then I often miss where God really wants me to be.
One of my roles as a priest in the parish where I am
is as chaplain to the local hospice.
Once a week I find myself in this most beautiful place,
where people who are terminally ill or dying 
are loved and cared for with kindness and patience.
In that place
I find that time takes on a different quality.
It's as if we have all the time in the world.
And it's here that I am most acutely aware
of the kairos of being a priest.
Here there's time for for laughter over silly games.
Time listening to the hopes and fears of a person approaching death.
Time for the tears of a family member or a member of staff.
Time sitting quietly with someone who's too ill to know I'm there.
These are all priestly kairos moments,
but I can't predict when or how they will happen.
I can't schedule them into my planner
or allot a certain number of minutes to spend with each patient.
It doesn't work like that!
These are gracious,
God-given windows of opportunity 
to encounter and embody Christ working in people's lives.
These do not run according to the clock.
These are kairos moments. God's time.
As Blake works out his ministry as a priest,
he is called to order his life according to God's time,
whatever his ministry throughout the week ...
anointing the sick, teaching the faith,
finding the right word at the right time with a person in distress,
the daily rhythm of prayer.
All these things are seeking to live according to kairos,
and in doing so proclaiming the good news
of the kingdom.
Never will Blake proclaim the kingdom more fully,
than when it is time, the right time,
to come to the altar as he does today,
offering these holy mysteries,
to present Christ himself in bread and wine.
But Blake does not do this for himself.
He does it for us,
the people of God.
In this Eucharist,
time gathers in on us.
We find ourselves in the upper room,
with Andrew and Simon and James and John,
where Christ makes himself present among us,
and the kingdom of God breaks in a little further.
This is kairos,
when we find ourselves already in sight our destination.
We stand in the throne room,
joined together in the company of the apostles,
the saints and angels
and the whole company of heaven
as we join together in worship and thanksgiving and praise to God.
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near,
Repent and believe in the good news.
